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Dear Harold: 

Your l e t t e r  of  Apri l  26, 1985 reached me only yesterday.  That l e f t  l i t t l e  
time f o r  r e f l e c t i o n  f o r  a proper name f o r  t h e  spec ies  of v i r u s  now va r ious ly  
c a l l e d  LAV, H T L V - I 1 1  o r  ARV and t o  ge t  my answer t o  you by May 15. 

My wife and I have debated t h i s  problem i n  some d e t a i l  and w e  both f e e l  t h a t :  

(1) abbreviat ion used already f o r  o the r  v i ruses  should by a l l  means be avoided. 

(2)  AIDS as p a r t  of t h e  designat ion a l s o  ought t o  be out  because: 
a. not everyone becoming in fec t ed  by t h e  v i r u s  w i l l  develop AIDS 

b. t h e  pub l i c  has been made so a f r a i d  by t h e  news media t h a t  i n f e c t i o n  by t h e  
v i r u s  under t h e  name of  AIDS o r  AIDS-associated v i r u s  would be considered 
a death sentence.  

c .  it i s  not  ye t  100% c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  v i r u s  pe r  se i s  t h e  cause of AIDS o r  
whether o r  not o the r  f a c t o r s  (v i ruses)  have t o  a c t  i n  concert .  

(3)  HTLV-I11  i s  t o  us an inco r rec t  designat ion because: 

a. t h e  acronymes i n i t i a l l y  stood f o r  human T-ce l l  leukemia and a r e  s t i l l  
taken as such f o r  HTLV-1 and HTLV-2; 

b. HTLV-1 and HTLV-I1 do not  belong i n t o  t h e  same category a s  HTLV-111,  
they are C- and not  D-type v i ruses ,  a r e  lymphoprol i ferat ive and not  
lymphocytocidal, e t c .  

(4) LAV seems t o  us  t h e  most acceptable  name because: 
a. it h i s t o r i c a l l y  was t h e  designat ion of  t h e  first v i r u s  i s o l a t e d ;  

b. lymphadenopathy i s  c l i n i c a l l y  "neutral",  appears t o  be a t r a n s i e n t  
response i n  primary in fec t ions  by the  v i r u s  as r ecen t ly  repor ted  from 
A u s t r a l i s  and may become p e r s i s t e n t  and general ized whether o r  not  t h e  
p a t i e n t  subsequently develops AIDS. 
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(5) A decis ion  should be made as soon as poss ib l e  because once a 
designat ion 
world it w i l l  be d i f f i c u l t  t o  change. We ought t o  know because t h e  
Epstein-Barr v i r u s  , used*as a temporary name, should r e a l l y  have 
been renamed i n f e c t i o u s  mononucleosis v i r u s  (IMV) because p r a c t i c a l l y  
a l l  he rpesv i r id i ae  are named a f t e r  t h e  major d i seases  they  cause. 
By t h e  time t h e  causal  r o l e  of  EBV i n  I M  was genera l ly  accepted, it 
was too  l a t e  t o  make t h e  change which a l s o  would have complied with 
r u l e  8. 

has  become s o l i d l y  entrenched i n  some p a r t s  o f  t h e  

I know t h a t  our  recommendation 
but  here  they are f o r  what they are 

ill not  p l ease  some of  our  col leagues 

With bes t  wishes I am 

Sincereay yours , 

Werner Henle, M.D. 


